= $4 MILLION SETTLEMENT

Family settles after deadly motorcycle crash

Motor Vehicle Coilision,
Wrongful Death

2 Yenua: Pheips County Clrcult Couit

= Case Mumber/Datoe: L4PH-CVYO1575
Daocember 31, 2015

o Judge: Jon Beetem

» Piaintlff's Experts: Bruno Schimldt (Accldent
Reconstructien); John Ward {Economics); Dr.
Miteh Mullins (Life Care Planning); Terry
Cordray (Vocational Rehabllitation); David
Saaton {Paychology)

a Captlon: Gary Morrow, Michaal Shields,
Christing Scanthin. 1..C, Ramsey Jr, and Mary
Gibson-Welier v, Bakomax Ine. d/b/a/ Arbor
Row and Darek 5, Robertson

@ Plalntiffs' Attorpaya: AW, Smilih, The AW
Smwith Law Firm, Celumbia (for Morrow, Shiaida
and Scantlin); loseph L. Goff, Reavss & Gofi,
Farmington (for Ramsey and Gibson-Wellar)

= Dofondants' Atterney: Michael Hamlin, Pltzer
Enodprass, 5t Louls

By Scott Lauck
scott.lauck@molawyersmedia.com

A deadly motorcyele accldent in Phelps
County restited In a settlement tetaling &4
miilion for the family oi the coupia in the

On June 28, 2014, Gary Morrow and his wifa,
Linda, wera driving a 2006 Harley Davidson
on a two-lane highway near 8t James. ln a
lawsult, the plaintifés alleged that a tree-
telmmilng bucket truck In the oncoming lane
made a sudden left-hand turn in front of the

The metorcyele collided with the bucket
truci near tha passenger doar in A rolativaly
iow spoed callision. Nonethelass, Linda
Mairow was thrown undermeath the fight reai
of the truck and was killed Instantly. Gary
Morrow stiuck the side of the tiuck and was

Linda Morrow's survivers filed a lawsuit in

October 2014 agalnst Bakomax, the Osceola-
based tree-trimming service, claiming the
driver of the truck, Derek S. Robeitscn, had
heen negligent and that the company was
vicariously ilable,

According to court records, ihe defendants
had a i1 miilion primary Hability policy with
EMC Insurance and a $3 milllon excess pelicy
through CNA Insuraince. AW, Smilih, an
atternay for Linda Morrow's two aduit
chilidran, Michael Shields and Christina
Seantlin, said the plalntiffs globaily made
sevaral pre-suit demanids to settle the elalms
for the policy {imits, Over hte next 15 menths,
the parties engaged in discoveiy and
depositions, Smith said the seitlement was
reached in November foilowing the deposition
of the bucket truck's driver. The case had
bean schedulad to go to triai in December,

Joseph L. Goff of Reeves and Goif in
Farmington represented Linda Morrow's

narents, L.C. Ramsey i, and Mary Gibson-
Weller, whe intarveined In the suit,

Judge lon Beetem, a Cole County circuit
judge who wae appointal to oversee tho
casg, appioved the wrongful death
settlemeonis on Dec, 34, according o courl
iecords.

iichael Hamiln, a Pitzer Snodfirass
atlornay ropresanting the defendants, didn’
reiurn 2 cail speking comiment,
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